Page Ir Tell me about theime and placgou wereborn

| was born on Tuesday 6March 1951 at Westwood Hospital, Beverley,

East Yorkshire. | livedor my first six months¢ q U] | ¢ UT § €16 Thal6 Y 2
Causeway, Beverleyl think my dad must havebeen there a while and

then gone back to live and work in DukinfieldViother and Ithen moved to
Dukinfield in our house near to thefamily fish and chip shop where my

dad worked, initially with one of hissisters.

§GCGYt RqUWWRY We WHYG! WYnlgs IWnRI + qWGEN
that the writingon this pageR+ W& ! W& Yaq 6 1 k + HOLW

A subsequent page in the book records my weight at birth as 7Ib 5%20z
rising to 27Ib 120z at 12 months old.

Other landmarks recorded in the bookwere FirstTooth: 30" September
¢ UT W[ RI t q Wl ¢valsd imSHptdmbdr. LU

Both my dad and mum came from large familiesMy favourite auntie of
Q6 WWaqUOWf Wéel Wset W 2U0qRUWsY! AJWs 6 VYL
George and lived in Louth
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Page 2 What are yourarliest Memories

At 6 months oldmother and Imoved fromback] | ¢ UT G ¢ k t LWaq VY W? 2
where we were in a terraced house until | was abou or4 and then we

moved into the fish and chip shogo live. Whilst we were in the house |
remember the tin bath and my Dad getting a bath in front of the fire.

Not sure of the age but | remember anfant school being in the hall and
iRt qUURUNWaqY Ws~ivedrXide ldadio; We hadlte @rdteRdtos LL
be animals. | rememberthe junior school and the garden outside the
classroom.

I remember whenGrandma came to stay with us at thechip shop whilst
mother went into hospital and came back with my sister Susain
December 19551 | was fourand a halfthen.

I can remember being at cubs and racing across the roouuring a game
When | put my hand out to stop myself it went through the window in the
partition and blood poured out. They put iodine on it to clean itouch!

We moved from the chip shop at Dukinfield when | was nine

| remember finding out later that mother had given away my large wooden
box of Meccano and arauthentic African shield that | had. | suppose
space was tight but it wasdisappointing for quite some time.

We wentto live atl | ¢ UT Hlbasé ih BRverleytemporarily. | remember
qécaqlid! Wl ¢T W RT WaYVYt WnY!l Ws How thingsy W7 1J
happen by chance For me, nyfamily and others, life would have been
completely differentifs 1Jk T LUtaoddivedin Béverley

We were at Beverley for a yeat.had to walk a long way across town to

school which was a boys only schoolThere we had to usenib pensand

ink fromink wellss 6 RH 6 Wf W6 ¢ T Uk aflNeet G1J TULKR Fgldthdva g)ldili,
f W RT Uk q Wthererrs W &T YW@ g WG Rt JWRq O

§U0UWmet UnaldwlWgsRUNWNI Y LlWad éevarlibovi 6 Y VY
An Acronym for themain rivers ofthe YorkshireDales from the north to
the south! SUNWACT Swale, Ure, Nidd, Whalfe, Aire and Calder.



Proud Parentst Me, 8 months old,
with mum and dad.

This is me on Grandma
sYéUt YUkt Wn! YU
T ¢l kt WaqWUaqllgé ¢
camping in.




Page 3f k | WG Rt IJWa Y rensy BIlIc @V e melO VY B
birthandtell me some stories about them

My dad was Harry Etchells, born#November 1907. My mother was
Margery Johnson, born 30July 1917 They were married on th&" April
1950.

Myl ¢T WRY Wt 6Ys OWwWYUWG! WARI q6 WHIJI RN RHEC
married to my mum atthe age of 43, she was 3. He seems to havereset
and started a new lifefrom then onwards as | know nothingprior to then.

Only after he died did an older cousin tell me about hi takingher to art

galleries and music concertsin Manchester. | knew he used to watch Art
programs on T\and was good at playing the tenor horn. He never

mentioned his earlierlife and experiencess W¢ UT Wf WUOW2 U1 Waqd Y

Both mum and dad wereproud members of the Salvation Armyand |
expectq 6 ¢ q Kk t Ws 6 131 pdritipldd Brid ethics fromld R 'n 1J LI

My dad and | went to Skegness in 1966bm Beverleyfor him to find work
Mum and Susan came to join us in Skegness onde found ajob and a
house. He later worked until he retired in thebooking office at Butlins
Holiday Camp, Skegness His job was to allocate the bookings of
between ten and twelve thousand peoplearrivingeach weekto their
holiday chalets. No computers then, he did it allin a largepaper ledger
book by handT one book for each week.

Prior to marrying my Mother had been in service and also worked in a
laundry. She worked imra munitions factory in the war and was also a Fire
Warden in the evenings in BeverleyDften she was too scared to go ouat
night on her own so her dad, my grandad, used to go out with her.

Although my dadhad the job at Butlins and my mum worked partime
cleaning | know that there was never much spare moneyVe used to go
forour6 YOG RT ¢!+ WYUWq6WWal ¢ ROWqYW] I ¢UT Ge¢

flWHe OW PAWAGADI WYUOW[ I RT ¢!t Wae( WeaY e Gl
and the rest of us would have fishfingers. No complaints, just a fact.



~20WeUT W?2e¢l kit W
2" April 1950
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Mum on her 22 Birthday,
30" July 188.

Dad with his tent, 1939
Although he had a disability walking
RaqWwl RT Uk qlt qYGLU

Pennines above Manchester.
Later, until he retired at 65 he used
to bike 3 miles each way to work at
Butlins, Skegness.

Mum and dad at Crich Tramway
Museum, August 1985




Page 4 Tellme aboutyour Y q 6 IJ1 Kt Wne¢ G R !

i dWet UT WgYWNYWaqYW] 1 ¢ UT insduerieyforldgr1 ¢ UT ¢
holidays.i 6 RGt qllgé 131 13 Ws 13k T YINDLYAUS 1D1LUC LY 16 7Y
one dayfrom the marketplaceto the seaside, either Hornsea or

Bridlington. We also went to stay at @ristmas, rememberingof course,
qYWaqRUGdWE¢UqeéeWs 6131 JWs Ik T WHIJIO

I can remember being there over the Easter holidays. We would hakabil
Fyauwannt we Ol Wws 6 30 Wa6 13! k TILUSHYTY M dId 1008 LD
to Westwood on the outskirts of town and roll our eggs down the hills.

Photo 1is Grandma¢ UT W] | ¢50TWedding aihhiversary The mayor
of Beverley was coming and Grandma made Grandad putcallar and tie
on. Herefused to roll his sleeves dowrthough orto put his jacket on. He
looked2 131 ! LWt q 1J Igiteldl Rt splilESalddwinkihow and then.

]l e¢UT ¢T Wedse!t Wet WI WgYWAIW 31 2137 WnR
large platet RAIJT Wo YI t+ 6 RI WWGe T T RUNWs Rq 6 WN
5 1J rall betlserved our dinners with 2 or 3 three normal sizedorkshires

Grandma was just lovelyand we got on well.She did leave me a surprise
when | startedinvestigating the family tree. She had lived with her
grandparents from a baby andad always when asked,given their

surname as herownN 6 Rt Ws ¢ + Uk qllastbldlictiade Beitlgirth T LU
mother who had later started a new familya few miles awaywithout her.

It was also a surprise tofind that one of her halfsisters was a witness at

her wedding.We never knew othis other family during her lifetime.

| can remember on one occasion Grandma told Grandatb take me with
him to the Cattle Market where he used to go to meet his friendsle did
take me but told me tosstand q 6 1J &ntd ledklat thepigs while he went
off to meet his friends.l went with him one day to his allotmentGrandad
kept a pigin a shedat the bottom of the garden.

My mum hadtwo brothers, Charles and Georgeand three sisters,
Dorothy, Eva,and Bessie. Charles had died before | was bornAuntie
Bessie lived at home with Grandma



k B b g

]l eUOT GeweUTEd) | ¢ U
Wedding Anniversary, 3 March 1974

Grandma and Grandad with their
children, 8 March 1964.

L -> RMargery (mum), Bessie,
George, GrandmaGrandad, Eva

and Dorothy.

Grandma with her
grandchildren, 8 March 1964
L-> R Shirley, Grandma,
Dorothy, Me, David, Lynne and
Susan




Page 5 Tellme aboutyodr ¢ q 6 IJ1 K+ Wne¢ G R !

My paternal Grandad died before | was born, he was a coal minelr.

| GG HUDI W2 Rt RqR U Dratemtiet’ rahdmia frod phows 1
aqé6c¢aqllf W6 e 2 1JWH e eydifalking 6o Har. Grandridaididdivitenl|l LU
was seven.l know we used to visit her on Tuesdays when the Chip Shop
was closed, it was a long walk.

| remember visiting on one occasion and there were neighbours in the

house. They had come round to see the television that Auntie Gladys, one
YnWwa! Wi ¢l &kt W Rt qldl tbkEdké&nd WHitkof dounskkl&hd 2 N 6
about twelve inches acrossand quite a novelty.Auntie Gladys was a
supervisor at WoolworthsT quite an achievement at that time.

My dad hadsevensisters, Ada, Florrie, Margaret, BettyCaroline, Hilda

and Gladys,or so | was told, which gave me six auntiesf varying

fondness T | never remember meeting Ada, the oldestAuntie Margaret

told me that my dad had won a scholarship to the local high school but

]1 ¢UT GeWs Yedl Uk qWaNalé RG WNY WEt WRqls
the children.

As Istarted to delve into the family history | found that there had been
more children in the family. A baby boy died at 1 day old six years before
my dad was born,a sister who died at age 17 when dad weaage 9, and a
twin boy to Gladys who died at 25 days old. None of these people were
ever mentioned.

~L Wl el gkt W RY gl widdspkdadid ¢ GUR 10 RUID IR 130 1§ lap ILHL
veryoften.i IJWT RT W2 Rt RaqW 2UqRUW~¢l Nel WJqlle
not sure how we got thereprobably by bus They lived at Asterby,

between Louth and Horncastle in quite a remote house. It hadts own

electricity generator in the garage and if you switad on too many things

it would stop altogetherand everything would stop workingThey also
hand-pumped their water up from a well into a tank in the roof.



Grandma Etchells with mum dad
and mein her back garden.

Ramsey1936 7L -> R, dad, Auntie
Carrie, Grandma Etchellst not
sure of the other three.

Me, Auntie Betty, Susan and
Auntie Gladys at Skegness
1960?




Page & Family tree

fagkt WARKOWI RnnRHEzGqW Ut ql REqRUND W6 I
page. The remit of the boolkwas for me to give answers to various
questions about metOLWIN 6 Rt LW & @hdlshonvlinRng Fady Wried. Y

The result is thatthe family tree ismissingboth9 6 | RU KWL UNIJIG ¢ K t
parents and siblings Grandma and | have enjoyed meeting peopl@ this
extended family, maybe they too will have chance to tell their story.

Our combined family tree startedto come togetherwhen Grandma and |
gottogetherandf WHIWH¢ GWWAca Gkt W qGT ¢ T WR U LN
came to stay with myself and Robert for a few days over the Easter

Holiday that year and never went homeA little while laterwe both sold

our individual houses and bought a house together in Lumley Crescent,
Skegness.

Paul and Angeldived in Skegness for a while and they were living in
Chesterfield when ourfirst granddaughter Natalie was born. We were
delighted to become grandparents and to be part of an extended family.

Robert and Abbyhad our grandson Charlie and ar family tree extended
further when Chris and Angela gave us grandson Ethan

Granddaughter Rubyand Grandson Keiwere welcomeda little later.

We have thoroughly enjoyed being grandparents and being with all our
grandchildren. We were pleased that our grandchildren ame along
whilst we had the energy to enjoy being with thenGrandchildren give
you a hew sparkle tolife. Grandparents are not parents ancchildren
seem to recognise that.

Recently Robert has married Zowie and we have adopted one of her
children, Delphi, as a granddaughter along with greagjranddaughters
Primrose andBlossom. This has reignited our grandparent status
although we are now much older and not as agile as we were.



Family tree

Alwe AusH / J9)3sQ / slleyol3



Page 7r Interesting information about other people in family

)
p—

This isa difficult question due to how our family has evolved & ¢ ! H 1J LUf
pick off a few names from the Family Tree.

T KOO W qcl aqWe Rel dhel we dvéld iniabirt@iitties. Grandma
was quite sporty then, she was in a ladieSquash Team at Skegness.

From what | understand she was quite good at@ 0 g6 Ye N6 Wt 6 1JK
admit it. Grandma has always been good at puzzlesnd still is. Some

time after we got togethershe passed he membership test and joined
Mensa. Shewas pleased with this achievement, as we all were. She even
bought a Mensatee-shirt! (She never spends money on frivolities)

—_(

Christopher T first met Chris when | wasnstalling a radiator at your

house. Over theyearsthats 1IJk 2 IJ Wt UY 5 Uf LKIJRCIAGCLT YoaqR6! 13 TLIL
sense of adventurein the business world where he thrives on enthusiasm

and the challenges placed before himHe runs full on intoeverytask and
achieves the best result.Somel Rt A2t + RYUt Ws DKk 2 1JWE ¢ T L
activitiesG1 Y2 UT WwRUq U1 13t oferivdling idselllH qedvices LG 1
q 6 ¢ q Lgetbéed devpldped but would make a lot oimoney once it

had.f k O WG 0 |accépthimlbdsg) &sah.

Paultt RUARID W ¢k 2 1JWt UY s UWA ¢ dlite dnd lived itiddhe 5 ¢ !
full. We startedout together programminga ZX81 computer, typingfrom

a magazine and through the years he was at homee sorted many

challenges together.Paul was/is always a dreamer, trying to achieve the
balance betweenhard work and enjoymentr maybe not quite achieving

that.c Ikt WecHERWI21IJT We Wi YqWRUWGRNIJALWGE K 1

AngelaTt although we had met previously we got to know each other when
she foundherself and Natalieby themselves. She has become the
daughter | never had andhas made me proud. She is tenaciousin more
recent years she has proved to herself that she casucceed at anything
she tackles. She ran the SchodParents Group, learnt and taught herself
to be an excellent cake baker and thernnvented and ran a business to sell
them. T6 1J | imduch niidre in the list of things she can do.



Page & more info about the family for future generations

| think this page might be better tackled by you/Vhat do you remember
about your interactions with other members of the family2hat were
your favourite things?

| usewww.ancestry.co.uk/ to research my family, there are others
resources online too such aswww.freebmd.org.uk/ which provides free
searches for births, marriages and deathsCopies of certificates for these
events can be obtained fromthe General Register Officevww.gro.gov.uk/

You may find some surprises like | did.


http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/

Page 9 Places lived as a child

My birth certificate shows me as having been born in Beverley at

]1 ¢UT G¢ Ws Y6 Uit ¥do ketotds nvyaDhdasdiding a Master Fish

[ 1P Wwe O Wt Ywa! wGel WUOqt Waet qé e 2 1JWe
told that | movedto Dukinfield when | was 6 months old Presumably
Motherstayedat] | ¢ UT G ¢ k t Lifter haligmis 6 R @ 1J LU

I can remember living inwo places in Dukinfield. Firstly a terraced house

in Victoria Road and then later at the Fish and Chip Shop in Kings Strdet.

can remember, in the terraced house we would get bathed in a tin bath in

front of the fire in the living roomf kK G WU Y q Wt 21 1JWs drd 1 1J Wa 6
King Street we did have aternal bathroom and toilet but no such thing

as central heating and so we had a paraffin heater in the bathroom

whenever we wanted to have a bathOh, no such thing as showers either

When | was about nine we moved out of the Fish and Chip Shop. Much

later, after my Dad had diedI found out that there was a family

disagreement on its ownershipafter his sister, Ada, diedN 6 13! k T WY s Ul
together but apparently nothing was written down on théerms and how it

was split. We moved temporarily to stay with Grandma Johnsoim The
Causeway, Beverley§ GGYt Rl W] | ¢UT Gekt W6 VYet IJWe
tennis court, part of a larger estate | thinkwhere | used to play and take

my dog lassie fora walk.

My Dadeventually found a job in Skegness and we all moved into 60
Alexandra Road in the summer of 1960.lived at this houseuntil | got

married and moved to Peterborougtwith my work | used to walk to

school across Skegness, firstly to Junior School and then to the Grammar
School. Skegness was a great place to live as a child and | would meet up

on my bike with friends from school andide around the seafront.

§HHCI RYB®RT WY dlc wn | RIUT k+ W6 Yet JWE ql
away.



Pics

f W YUkqWt OYs WR™N |
correct but | think it was 6 Victoria

Road, Dukinfield wherel lived.
Né6cqkt W6 WWHIUq!
picture.

Although there is a Fish and Ch|p
Shop on King Street Dukinfield
now our house/Fish and Chip
Shop was the partwhite house to
the right. Number 415.

=

T
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s ﬁf‘zlﬂ

15 The Causeway, Beverley

] 1 ¢UT G¢eweUrl Wyl ¢y
house. The front was lawn with a
hedge around itand there was an
outhouse at the rear where
grandad kept a pig.

A council house, they rented it
from newand lived there until they
died. We used to go there for
holidays, as well as our temporary
stay afterleaving Dukinfield

60 Alexandra Road, Skegness is
the house to the left of the
passage.There was a long garden
to the rear with a large shed as
well as an outside toilet. We did
have a bathroom and toilet inside
but again no central heating. | can
FqROGW 3AGGADT W
when he had agas fire installed in
the living room. He no longer had
to make a fire each morningWe
were near to open fields where |
used to play.




Page 1@ Favourite childhood toys and games

One of my early memories of playing with my Dad was when desw

some roads on a large piece of brown paper and we drove my model cars
around it. | remember | had an ambulancelt 2 GGY 1t JWf k T WHAHIJ W
or eight. We were in the Chip Shop then.

| was very lucky to bagyiven a helicopter for my birthdayr not quite like
modern dayradio controlled ones. It was battery driven and wagastened
on one end of a horizontal stick supported in the middle on a pole. When
you turned thebattery power on it lifted up and weri round in a circleon
the end of the pole This was te height of technology of the day.

Later I had a collection of model cars, as boys do, and went round with
some of them to play with a friend whdived a few houses away.

I enjoyed playing with darge collection of random Meccano whilst in the

96 RGUWEG YGOWf WI YUKk qWII2 131 W 3G P¥aGHWD! Wn
handed down from older cousinsE ¢ T 0! AWRaqWI RT Uk q WG ¢t |
Beverley.

I enjoyed being out more thamplaying inside games. Behind the Chip

Shop was a field which bordered on the railwayMy friend and | often

2t U7 WaqYWADWaE I JoWf qs ¢t Uk qgé IIW ¢n
covered only by sleepersand | once tripped and fell with my arm landing

on a broken bottle.| remember going to the nearest house to ask if they

could stop the blood spurting out.We also got a surprise one day when

my mate and lwere sat in arail wagoneating some bananas that had

been left insidewhen it started to move off.Ilt went a fair way before we

dare jump outand we had to find our way home.

I always enjoyed making things, from madel plastic aeroplanes (fairly
basic then) to woodworking in the shedvhen in Skegness. | started my
tool collection about age 14 by buying from &alome catalogue and paying
weekly from my earnings as ashop deliveryboy.

f kK 0 W q RainiodelSRKNIRAYEddAft that | started many years ago.
cYGUneadid! WRaKGOWAHNWNRURY 6137 Wy Uwwr ¢!



Pics

Hovercraft T basic éhape cut from
Styrofoam with balsa deck
supports in place.

Everything is built from scratch
with new techniques needing to
be learnt and oftencustom tools
made to complete the tasks.

Prototype for the rudder
mechanism with 3D printed parts
More 3D parts to the right>, the
CAD software isdifficult for me.

Showingouter skin, the engine
and fan towerand also where
lifting air escapesto lift the
hovercratft.

A
N 4
Central Hub with slots and eleven
blades plus an edging strip. These
blades spin the air prior to the fan
blowing it down for lift.




Page 11Pets

f lWRCUKkqWI BGWGAD! Ws 61 30WY ! W6 Ys W 613wWe |
called Lassie.As you can see from the first photavith me sitting next to

her,f Ws ¢t W21 ! WGl Yel WY nwa! Wl YNOWf WwWee U
had not yet come along.The picture is taken in the passage alongside the

Chip Shop It looks like | have my work overalls oaeven then.

Although Lassie was only a small dog she looked after us well. | can
remember mum putting Susan aitside the front of the Chip Shop in her
pram. Lassie was on guard and n@ne would be allowed to approach to
have a lookT even if they had a big dog with therrShe could look and
sound veryfierce.

The picture of Lassie with me on the wall was taken at Beverléy.e
walked up to theRiver Hull one day to watch a newly madship being
launched from BeverlyShipyard

xctt ROWACGWWs Raé Wet WagYW] 1 ¢Ulldaakt Ws 6
remember walking her one day when another dog came along and started

a fight. | tried to separate them and ended up with a bite to my arntt was

HG T RUNDWe RalWe Wa Yaqe OT Wwf wi RT Uk q lWs
told mum and | had to gdo hospital and getan anti-tetanus injection and

have it cleaned and bandagd.

When | was older and living in Skegness | kept Guinea Rigfe photo
shows me with some of them (andne with hair!). | think | would have
been about 15yrs. old then. | had quite a lot of different sorts Abyssinian
had rosette coats and Dutch were half colouredalf white. My oldest
male was all whitealbino with pink eyesand called Oink!l used to sell
surplus onesfor one shilling and threepence eactr just over 6pin

q Y T amoney. | used to collectspare vegetables, cabbage leaves, etc.
from local greengrocers to feed thermas well as collecting grass, weeds,
etc.



Me with Lassie in the passag
alongside the Fish and Chip Shop
in Dukinfield

Again with Lassie. This time in
Beverley waiting for a ship launch

f

-

This tifﬁe with some of the guinea pigsutside the shed on the school

field.




What do you remember about holidays as a €hild

From as far back as | can remember our holidays were always spanith
Grandmaand GrandadJohnsonR U LlI7 132 131 G 13! HOWi Ik T WNY LW
Dukinfield on the TransPennine Expres3Ne caught it at a local station

and it went through to Hull. We had to catctanother train to Beverley and

then walk to Grandmas. This continued when we were at Skegnesshe

only change being thats IJk T WHC qH G Wa 6 I Wal ¢ RUWq Y W
across the River Humber by Ferry to HWOLWi 1Jk T W6 ¢ 2 JWaq Y Ws ¢ 0
to the station. These ferries were paddle steamers and it was an exciting
journey.

§UHNDWRUOW?Z 32131 01! Tihe ¢hitld mHdge dowihe idady W2 R
Westwood a large open common area on the edge of town and maybe

down to the canal. The highlight of the holiday would be a trip on a coach
from Beverleymarketplace to the seaside, eitherHornsea a Bridlington.
Grandma and Auntie Bessie would come with us and sometimes our

HYet ROt Ws 6 YWa R2WJIT WRUW7 32131 G13! OWi Ik T

T 6P0Wf Wale!l OUT WagYWl I R21JWe U1 W6 ¢ T We W
car going across the Humber on the ferry untdventually, first the
Humber Bridge and then the motorwaysound the Humberwere built.

o

The only holiday | can remembe¥ q 6 1IJ1 Waqdé ¢ UWlqyYw] I ¢ UT G¢
went from Dukinfield to stay in a caravan at Towyn near Rhily Dad
TRTUkqWl I R2IJAWE WG ¢ GGy of € WWHIP IRE WS RO A
and Lassieplus our caseswith him drivingd LWf K siurdRdW wellall got n.

We stayedthere for two weeks.We played on the caravan site and on the
beach. One day we walked to Rhyl and backapparently it was sunny. By

the time we got back to the caravan my back was shining récbm

sunburn. I couldU k q W@ ¢ ! WY LA$HR wamkteréd offlinto & dyk©Hhd
became very illfrom whatever was there luckily she recovered.

| remember Auntie Gladys taking me on day trip to Llandudno once on
the train. We had a tube of round chocolataliscs.

When we were first in Skegness | used to go with mother now and then on
a coachouting to Sheffieldand go round the market, not sure why me.



Pics

Part of Beverley WestwoodThe N! GREBc¢OGWO9G6I1IJI | ! K
w70 cHE W~REGGwWS ct | from Beverley Market Place to
my relatives of my Mother. Bridlington.

Dad relaxing with Lassie outside
our caravan. This is the only
holiday | can remember, other
than to grandmas. Mum queued
at the camp shop for a rotisserie
chicken on Sundayr a treat.

Me on a donkey during our holiday
in Towyn near Rhyl, Wales. We wery¢
in a caravan for a fortnight.




What did you do for entertainm@nt

Like some other concepts and questions later in the book the idea of
wpRIOqU q¢ RUGWUqwWRY We WG YT OHildoed Wedeld A LWH 1
supposed to entertain themselves and, if you were luckyyour parents

provided you with things to do that.

When | was small my parents bought me a tricycle. | can still remember it.
fqW6 el We WHHYYaquwWyYUWad JWHA ¢ Fektedding WA ¢ | |
handle that someone could hold to control me. Later they gave me a

scooter that was special in that it had a pedal to push down on one side.

This connected via a small piece of chain to the reavheel and sped you

along.

T 6100Wf Ws ¢t We WHRSRAOT Ws WWs 31 JwWIURY=21 ¢N
q6é W6 Yet W YRUNDUW qenntOWNG I WWs ¢t Uk q
anyway. No computers, no phonesother than ones in telephone boxes,

no internet. On our Black and White TV there wemnly three channels on
TVTIRq Ws ¢t Uk q WY.Clhckdrjackldn &rldaiislaRsmoned a

highlight for the week.We imagined thingsthat might exist one day such

as space rockets standing on the moonand supersonic travel Things

that have, throughoutmy life, become reality.

I was lucky in that my parents encouraged me to go to cubs and | enjoyed
that. It was probably about a 45 minute walk into town from the Chip

Shoptt YOG Wq6 RUNW6E ¢ qac! AYWe WORUIW! el
nowadays.f Wa 2t qWé ¢ 2JWI YOUW YaWuqsésRUNDWI RN
it was time to move toscouts. Besides hobbies and nature and such, |
remember one cub night we all trooped down to the town square where

there was atelephone box.No mobiles / no phones at homen those

days! Some phones had dials for local calls but most calls went via an

operator who connected you to the number you requiredWe learnt how

to operate the phoneto make an ordinary callTwo Pence andButton A

and Button B) andhow to press theRedemergency button to get the

operator quickly free of chargein an emergency



Ti ISSImi to y Trie.
Mine was blue.

s,

My scooter was a bit like this but red
and without the flat tyre. You can see
the pedal at the rearwhich was
connected by a chain to the rear
wheel

Old TV with 3 channelsITV,
BBC1 and BBC2, as shown on
the label.

There was no remote controls
either until much later. | can
remember my dad having a
early remote control Tit was
some knobs on the end of a
short cable connected to the
TV.

i

This is the old type telephone box
mechanism. It was still in use in
Skegnessin 1967when | started as a
Telephone Apprentice




What did you study at school. What were you best at?

f It eGGYt WWs WKk Wge 0t RUDN Upbdtihvoagh thithé H# Y U
Grammar School in Skegnesand the curriculum there was fixed for the

first three years.Our studies included a language, French¢ UT Wf Ws ¢+ U
particularly good or interested in thatrf WHY 2 a1 Uk q Wt 1J1IWG! ¢
abroad. As we progressed through the schodl opted forthe sciences

stream, thesewere split into Biology, Physics and Chemistryl. enjoyed

each of these and in particular Physics and the electrical science.

All of the time | was good at Mathand enjoyed it | got on well with my
Maths teacher and, once he realised that | could do what was being
asked, he often let me sit and help someone elsdn the 4" year when |
split into the science stream | also took up Technical Drawing which |
liked very much, again the teacher was goad still enjoy technical
drawing when neededand have even learned to use CAD software.

Due to timetable constraints | had to do Historynstead of my choice
56RAGWs Yedl W6¢2W0WARNKIUW~2t REWY! W 3YDN
well in History. The history teacher used to express his disappointment at

my lack of interestand counted me as one of his failures. \Wen Robert

joined his class many years lateand the teacher realised he was related

to me Robert was senbut of classto stand out in the corridor!They later
became goodfriends.

English language was gain to me. It was onlywhen at work | started
writing reports andformal agreements that | began to see its worth and
even, maybe, enjoyed it.

fWsct Uk qUWRAY WS &I U & tillo alil6 GG We qb 0 IqR
alternatives to football like hockey and tenniswvere introduced. | stood as
much chance as everyone elsas no-one was experienced in them.

So, | was good at Maths and Sciendd 2 q LWIf Ws ¢+ Uk qll¢c WGE | q
scholar. We had reports at the end of each term and each subject had a
comment from the relevant teacher and marks for term work and exam
results. In my day your end of school gradewere exclusively based on

your exam results good for me | would aways be in the bottom three or

four in the classfor term work and the top three or four for exam results.



Skegness Grammar School was
the first to be awarded Grant
Maintained Status by the
Government in 1988.

Although |
I RT Uk qLL
at school to do
A-levels and go
to university |
did obtain a

: © degree later in
Ilfe De Montfort University,
Leicesterr Computer Science
First Class January 1999.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
LOCAL EXAMINATIONS SYNDICATE

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF
EDUCATION

This Is to certify that In the Examination for the General Certificate of
Educatlon

3 165

passed at the level indicated In the subject(s) shown below:

Vico Chenceflor

amination as reaching che

Under-Secretary

Resultsfrom Grammar Schoolr

I RT Uk qWGEt t We Rt

LINDSEY COUNTY COUNCIL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
SKEGNESS GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Report on....C- 6. Elihaldn

Term. 943

Th|s is the header from my school
report, Autumn 19634 LWt Y LWf |
yrs old.

As you can see, | came 29out of
30 in the Term work and 2 out of
30 in exams.

Each subject is listed in the report
and all indicate a lack of effort in
term work.

flWéel Uk qWl ¢ aRY
kept all my reports since junior
school T maybe | need to burn
them!
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children.

Calculations and computers.

| was the proudowner of a Slide Rule. It allowed you to do calculations

just by sliding an inner portion of a ruleagainst the outer portion. Both

sections had numbers on them.At Grammar school,we had a booklet of

Log (Logarithm) TablesThese pages allowed you to look up complex
calculations. Later| remember my first calculator, it did +,-, x and +and

was justamazingi W3 1 YUk qWe adYs I WaVYWet JWH

When | was a teenageil computer used to take up a whole big room and,
even then, it had less calculating power than a modern mobile phone.
When man was put on the moon ir1969 | wasl8 and so it was quite an
event. Computing power was still in its infancy, many of the calculations
about what would happen on the journeyto the moonwere still done
manually (seethe film Hidden Figures) If you look at the Nasa control
room in films or the historical records you will see a large room full of
computer screens each with an indivicual user. This is becausesach
computer was only capable of doing one thing at a timél’here was no
such thing as networking.Each computer user shouted out their
individual resultin turn to a supervisor whowrote them on paper to
review and compare.

When | used to help Paul with his computingpobby his computer, a ZX81

was the one to have at the timelts built-in memory was 1kb(one

thousandth of a Megabyteand he bought a RAM Pack with an extra 16 kb.
We typedin programs, on tiny rubber keysin Basic Programming

Language from magazines.We then spent hours looking for errors. If we

501 DWdeHt ! Ws Dk T WNWqgd JWNe WYl Ws ée¢
out of the back and we lost everythingWWhen Robert and | were typing in
programs it was to aDragon 32 which had 32 kb of memorysor reference

Tq YT arlohilé piibnes have maybe 32b of memorywhich is a million

times more than the Dragon32 had.
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What did you want to do when you grew up?

fuApc Uk qWl Deaa! W ¢! Waé ¢ qllf ByHertindld a LWc
was at secondary school | had an interest ielectrical things and

electronics. Things were fairly basic to what we have now.sometimes

used to buy old radios, etc from Jumble Sales and have a go at fixing

them. | made my own radio and record playeramplifier, buying a record

deck, radio module and amplifierkit and assembling them in a case.

As a teenager, o my walk to school | saw a new Telephone Engineering
Centre being built and | thought it might be good to work theiadthough |

T RT rallydntws 6 ¢ a Wa 6 13! Wi R kiowshtw thatthowd WT RT
happen. One day at school | saw a small noticeviting applications for
telephone engineeringapprentices and, as they say, the rest is historyl.
findthatal Y q WY n WG Rn Ikt WT 1JH R thiRkWE takédé ¢ GG I U |
opportunities as they arised Wf k 2 1J WU Y q WHeWAAgitgLpléns.1J Wn Y | L

| started as an apprentice in September 1967 and nearly immediately
went on athree-month technical course at Peterborough College. |
lodged there and came homeao Skegness atweekends by train.During
the apprenticeship we were trained on all aspects othe telephone
system T from putting up poles and wires, jointing underground cables
with thousands of wires andmaintaining telephone exchanges.

We apprentices went to collage during each of the three years and |
gainedtechnical qualifications. My first job was installing telephone
exchanges but lwas soon promoted into the telephone exchange
planning office. There | dealt with the modern electronic exchanges

Later | covered holidays, etc for a whole range of technical jobs in the
area. Summer was goodr having a coffee by theswimming pool at

Butlins whilst looking after their private exchange, watching the American
planes missing their targets at Friskney bombing range whilst |
maintained their control circuits and workingin a secret underground
nuclear bunker ensuring the communications would work

Later | progressed through various management roles prior to taking early
retirement to complete a Computer Science Degree and start anew.



Climbing a telephone pole to
get to the wires. This guy is
doing it with spikes on his
shoes, by the time | did it we
used ladders.

This photo shows a feW sizes of
underground cable.Thereare only a
small number of colours and the wires
were in bunches and layers around a
central bunch. Some cables had 2000
pairs of wires which had to be joined to
the next length of cable as it went
along the street. When | started the
wires have paper wrapped around
them for insulation T not plastic.

THIS
FULL TECHNOLOGICAL
CERTIFICATE

is awarded to

wwho passed the Instity
Telecommunication Technicians’ Course

and passed g

.iszz—-L—%

My Clty and Gwlds Full
Technological Certificate in
Telecommunications gained
in 1972 after four3-month
sessions at Technical
College.

/fx, 4tz

N6 Rt WwHa2 UNETYs wlls (
above ground of a Regional Seat of
Governmentthat would take control in
the event of a nuclear strike About 60
feet underground weremany rooms,
including a map room, like you see in
war films. Although | kept t workingin
peace timef WI YUK q Waqdé RU
list to bein it if it everwas operational.




What were youfavouritehobbieswhen you were young.

As described in mywork pagesT | was always keeron understanding how

q6 RUNt Ws YI t 1JT IOWf Wt 2 GGYH UWnl Yawe UWle
Hobbies were a bit different in my time. | had the usual period where |

would collect stamps but these would be limited manly to English

stamps. Information about them came from booksin the library, there

was no internet of course My Uncle Jim hadnany jobs but always

collected stamps. He had a stampshopwhené 1IJ Wbl 13 aq R 1JT w FOLWT
him showing me something eally special T he had collected separate

stamps from a whole sheet of penny stamps such that he could

reassemble the original sheetr amazing.

| had alarge wooden box withMeccano in it. | think most of it came from
older cousins, there wasa lot of it, but I do remember having one or two
sets of my own.Making cranes and cars with the metalworland nuts and
bolts was good. Motors tended to be clockwork therbut it was still good
to maketweH Y 2 0 évéliknaplhe that there would be computer-
controlled models.

When we were in Skegness, from when | was about tenperhaps
eighteen or nineteen years old our family attended The Salvation Arnty.
learned to playand enjoyed playingseveral brass instruments in the
band. | was quite involved in variousctivities and later in that time | ran a
youth club in Skegness giving young people somewhere to go of an
evening. My invofement stopped when | got married and moved to
Peterborough.

| was never interested in sportl enjoyed the bike that my dad bought me

in my early teens. It was seconehand bought from an advert in the

weekly paper.f kK T W+ Ga Yl Ua6 1JWn RI1JG lodkiidy 2 a LA I
tadpoles, etc. in the dykedOLUf k T W¢ Gt YW RT WWe aYUNLWaq6
my school friends.



Plate Number

Row Position Column Position

Penny RedTt showing the identity of
which sheet it came from.

CLOCKWORK
MOTOR

Clockwork motors were
connected via various gars
to power cranes, etc.

Family photo in our Salvation Army
uniforms T mid 1960s | think.

Skegness boating lake and
The Axensrasse (the
arched passageway)hat
we used to bike through.
The roof has now been

q ¢ t 1J Udtisatety LLb

| 3¢t Wiklalsorused to
sneak a lookthrough the
bridge at the fireworks lit on
Wednesday eveningson
the boating lake islandin
the summer.




Did you have an Idol when you were young? Tell me who and why
B

f WHe Uk q Wl 1304 |Tértditly noteviteh ILdBd yduig.

Although lived in the time of The Beatles antbts of other significant
groups most of it passed me by | think.

The first time | can remember of wanting tbe or do something that
someone else was doing wasas a teenagerwatching a program on TV
called WhR # t M/brkl.Hardly an Idol butAlan Whicker went to exott
places around the worldand showed you them. That was something that |
dreamt about doing.It was something | never expected to do.

TV was still in Black and White at this timbut even so theseplaces were
magical. On one of theprograms, | remember seeing him on Easter Island
¢ UT Waq 6 ¢ mally starsed royadsire to travel.lt was probablynearly
fifty yearsafter seeing that program that | stepped orio Easter Island
myself and it was stillas magical, probably more so toactually be there.

| think that the world has changed so much from the time | was young to

now. The idea of an Idol inmy timewag ¢ ! HIJW¢ Wn RGG W qe¢l A
remember seeing any films, or a singing staragain, not really in my

world. Today the idea of an Idol isommonplace. People become Idols

on the Internet by seltpromoting their own so-called attributes.

In later life Ihave admired Dolly Parton for her singing ability but also that
she uses herincome to support her community and to pay for books for
children across the world. We visited Dollywood when we were ithe USA
and we saw her sing live in Birminghama great evening.

AUDYGUIUWY™n Waqé IJWs Y kiricé. IHepfo¥eMelgos Mahdellad R 1J
must be near the top of the list leaving Prison to become President of

South Africa LIJ H 6 Wi avkbtfdrnged the first Trade Union in Poland

and went on to become its PresidentJust a random selection of two

really.



This singleMoaiis near to the

o -

Gd¢cRUWqYs UOWF qkt |
the eyes have been replaced to
show how it would have looked.
Sets of eyes were found buried
Ue¢l Waé6 LW qc ttkeatd t
they were onlyfitted whenthe
people wanted to consult the

chief the Moairepresented.

TheMoaiwere carved in aquarry
in the centre of the island. Some
are still there and you can see
that the stonemason had carved
most of the statue but as they
went furtherT Ys Ul 6 13! K
across a crack in the rock and so
it was abandoned.

TheMoais I I Wsmbs ¢ Gt 137
quarry to the coastal Ahu. Like

I Y aréck a wardrobe to move it
across the room. Those that fell
were considered unworthyto
display and were leftthere. The
fallen ones have a rounded base,
those that made it to the Ahu have

The Ahu, theplinths for the Moai
to stand on, were created with
carved boulders with amazing
precision.

their basesflattened on arrival

Easter Islandis a truly magical
place.




What was the first piece of music you bought?

I never promised you &Rose Gardenr Lynn Anderson, 1970sh. A bit

random really.| can rememberAWhiter Shade of Pale by Procol Haum

was up there tm. In the Year 252%vas popularaswel.E¢ UT ! WWE G ¢ 5 K -
Long Long Live Lovevas also a favourite.

During the 60s | used to listen to th&ick of the Popschart showon the

radio if | was around at the time it was broadcast no ability to record or

en demandin those days.N 6 Rt We t T WaqVYWNR2 JW! Ye Waq
records asmeasured by how many 45rpm singles were solith a

nationwide sample of record shopsthat week. It was a widely anticipated

event.

The names and locations of the shops that were used to count the sales
501 DWe WRGYH Ja! WReel T IT W WEI Jgllet awy
there to buy yourown record to push it up the charts.

To save money | used to byyvhen | was at work, a monthly LP record
which had a selection of popular songs of the period.
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What chores had to be done when you were young that) U k q LLI

needed today?

One that comes to mind is lighting a coal fire to keep warm. | can
remember into the1960s when we lived in Alexandra Road Skegness that
my dad used to get up extra early to light the fire in the living rodmefore
the rest of us got up As well as all the work maintaining the fire all day
long it used togive out smoke into the house, everything got dirty.

I knowmy dadwas really pleased when he could afford to have a gas fire
installed and he could lightitwith aclickkRaq W RT Uk qWUIIIT WHT
either. We had a gas fire in the Front Room too but we rarely went in there
J200Wa6YeNsWs DWYUa! Wéel Waqd WWas YW YV
extension. There was no central heating in ordinary house$Vhen you

5 Yt DlWe GwWYUWe Ws RUqUI wayl ORUNDW! Ye kT WA
often would be ice on the insideof the bedroom windowin winter.

Washing clotheswas done in a twin tub washing machine. One side was
full of water where you washed the clothes, etc. Less dirty clothes were
done first, they were removed and graduallyhe dirtier clothes were
cleaned until the water had to be changed and the process started again.
The second side was a spin drier which was used relentlessly to extract
the water from the washed clothes before hanging outside. No
automation here!l rememberGrandmaJohnson having a powered
wringer on top of her washerr it would have crushed your arm!

I can remember my Mother buying a Hoover Vacuum Cleaner that

hovered! | saw one being resurrected on The Repair Shop a few weeks ago
and Grandmahad never seen ondike it before. Youjust easily dragged it
along the floor with the hoseas it floated easily on a cushion of air



= e

A real coal fire needed constant
attention to keep it burning.
Whilst it was lovely and warm
just in front of it the fire never
warmed the whole roomt never
mind other parts of the house.

E
This is a 1970s Gas Fire. It usually
came with artificial logsthat lit up
to look like a real fire. It was much
easier to use and cleaner than the
coal fires they replaced.It was

tue RqUWGYs Il nedlWe
hot sat in front of it but the heat

T RT Uk qunywzJl ! Wn

Vintage Hoover Hovering
Vacuum Cleaner. The air that
was sucked in through the nozzle
was ejected at the base thus
making the cleaner hover.

It came with various tools to plug
into the end of the hose.

Vintage Hotpoint Washing
Machine. Washer on the left and
spinner on the right.Soap powder
was put in the dispenser you can
see in the centre of the washing
machine and the circulating water
washed it into thetub.

It often used to move around the
floor by itself when spinning at
great speed.




Describe any family traditions ybad or maybe still hasl

Our family tradition at Christmas Evegoes back as far as | can remember.

We had a special mealLancashiresbaecajt 6 wlls 6 RHG WRY WHGE 2 |
cooked with potatoes. Mother cooked the meat and potatoes separately

first and then put them in a dish and added a pastry crust on tognd

finished it in the oven.The potatoes are really soft, nearly mush when

donet6 DUHIND W6 UWmbEt 6 wllf W 2 GGYt 1JoWw

After that we had our Christmas stockings before going to bed on

Christmas Eve. These were real stockings that mother had saved up over

the year.They contained mainly the same things each year but some

surprises too. Sq there would bea satsuma, various nuts, a sugar mouse

or pig, a chocolate bar, a flannela comb maybe,probably a pen and then

Yaqoé Il W ¢ o Ld top Yop 6f R&ISDAkindR This Wds sepdiate

from receiving presents on Christmas DayAs Mother became older my

sister Susan woutl organise both the meal and the stockingsAfter

Mother dieds IJ WG W aqlls RagéWEa2t ¢ Ukt W3+ ql3UT 13T Wr
traditon He qi¢c t+ W6 DWHERGT | 3OWNIT Ws WYGT 31 W

J1TeUOT Gekt WAYq6 I AW] | 1Jéesqriig]Christiddsa ¢ WA ¢ R
stockings which havehung over your fireplaceat Christmas.

Bonfire night was different for us in that my ¢ T birthday was November
4" and so we always celebrated by letting off some of our fireworksn his
birthday. Dad would makeYorkshireParkin (a coarse ginger cake) and
bonfire toffee. We used to go to my parentshouse when Robert was
young and take some fireworks with uso let off on ! LT ®ifthéay. In
later years, when we had gradchildren, we used to remember my dad on
his birthday by letting off some fireworks. Sadly this tradition wakost
during COVID and not revived although Dad is stitery much
remembered when we see fireworks.



These are theChristmas stockings
that Great Grandma Raisen
knitted. At this time they are on a
wooden tree | made.

Lancashire Tater Asha yummy
and filling meal.

Bonfire Night Yorkshire Parkin
Made with Black Treale which my
Dad used to have on bread too.

[ RI s YI t+ Ws 131 10
our younger days. A roman
candle gave quite a show.




Age started \rk T what jobs

| used to be a delivery boy for a local grocery store when | was abdidt/

14. 1 did it five nights a week after school. | deliveredageries around
Skegnesson abike. The more boxes | could get on the bike in one go the

less trips lhadtodoc UT W Y Wa 6 13 W ¥ Y WUDIHILGfLLKy NI YO R

| worked as a barrow boy at Butlins on a Saturdain those days people
arrived in Skegness by traithen travelled to Butlins byspecial bus. Their
cases went in a lorry from the statiorto the holiday camp. Barrow boys
would meet their cases and offer to take them to their chalets in the hope
of receiving a tip. Tips varied a lot but on a good Saturdggu could get
£10total. Both Paul and Robert were Butlins barrow boys later on.

Later, | used to bike up to Butlins 2 or 3 nights a week and clean the dining
halls. Eating at Butlins at that time was a communal thing there were

five large dining halls with fixed mealsl worked with a good team and we
could sweep and mop the roomin good time. Most evenings the cooks
would leave us some leftover meals to have for suppekVe were paid £1
each for 3 hrs work.

I left school in 1967and started as an Apprentice Telephone Engineext

the Post Office Telphonesin Skegness. It was a-3r apprenticeship and
RUARG2T DT WqUWH6URHAHc O Wl ¢ RURUNWEY Ws 1J0 0
technical disciplines, e.g. erecting poles and wires, installing

underground cables,looking after telephone exchanges and much more.

It was a great time in my life.

By the time | leftwhat is now BT | was working in the National Projects
Office as part of a small team (there were two of us!) who mainly did
customer acceptance of major technical projects. This is probably where
| developed my spreadsheet skillsr everything had to be checked and
reported on. | left BT in 1995 was pleased to take the voluntary
redundancy packageand seek out a new life.

In the middle of my time with BT sometimes used to go tolradeUnion
meetings with a friend we went mainly for a night out. $tarted taking
more interest when | had garticularly unreasonable boss.



This led to me beome a committee member, then Assistant Branch
Secretaryand later Branch Secretary at the Peterborough BranchVe
looked after 1000 members.This was parttime at first but then became
full-time. BTcontinued to paymy wageson secondment to the union

During this timeThe Telephone Engineers Union was one of many who

went on strike to protect their interest during the Thatcher erats ¢ + Uk q LU
s6¢aqllf kT WAWAEY G UrlIbinkiag bfpishing YoriHe RorAtRfGad Wn Y
room containing 800 striking telephone engineers still makes mshiver.

| later became Chairman of the Midlands Union Council where the nine
branches of the East Midlands came togetherDuring that time | was
responsible for negotiating new attendance patterns andater a new
grading structure for the 4500 engineers of many different disciplines
across the midlands. A challenging but very rewarding time.

Anyway, after leaving BTdbtained a First ClassComputer Science
degreestudying part-time over 4 yrsat De Montfort University, Leicesgr.
Grandma went to work at Leicester County Councilo pay our waywhere

she held several jobs, including a anassistant in the Audit Department

Here ore of her jobs was tosign chequesworth several £100k on behalf

of the county treasurer.l worked parttime teaching IT skills to adults |

started teaching¢ Wn 135 WIJ2 JURUNY Wée qWwURNG q Ut HE
availability we started daytime classes too It was great to see people

getting qualifications thatled to them gettinginto work. Arewarding time.

On obtaining mydegree | started work as an IT Managat Coventry City
Council. With my team of four, | looked after the IT needs of four council
departments. | was there five years and again took voluntary redundancy
when Ispoke out against proposals made by a consultant abouthe
reorganisation of the IT service.

My sudden presence at home full time was too much for grandma and so
| did some consultancy project management work andoftware training
for a project management software firm.This gradually reduced until |
actually retired!



How did you meet grandmother

I had an office in the Telephone Engineering Centre when | was working
fulltime as a union official. Grandma started working there tocand we
gradually got to know each other.

We sometimes did a newspaper crossword together at lunchtime but we
T RT Uk q Wl 1J¢ Gfdr juitealdviyilel §V¥ Wedeap6thigoing through
difficult circumstances at home and these needed to be resolved before
we could think about being together.

Eventually | moved back into my house witliving Robertwith me and
grandma bought her own house for her and PaulVe then got to know
each other better.

Grandma and Paul came to stay with me and Robert ovene Easter
holidays and never left. We bought a house together a little later arifie
carried on together for the four of us.



45 Albany Way, Skegness.
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58 Lumley Crescent, Skegness.
Our joint family home.
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Map showingbUr house location in
Lumley Crescent andSkegness
seafront.




Night out whemlating.

This is a good question!

We were somewhat restricted as | had Robert at home and so grandma
would bike round to see me on an evening.

We liked going to the local Skegness Players at the theatre, often Robert
would come too. Later, Robertenjoyed acting whist at the Grammar
School. We liked trips out into the countrysiderc e HHIJI qk t Wec RGO
Chapel Six Marshes along the coasGibraltar Point in Skegness.

Most outings were either three or four of us.

Robert did occasionally go to stay with his mum for a nightthen being at

Et JNUUH Y Ws Dk T WIUOTY! WelWls¢cat WeayYUNLWaq6
either an egg burger at a café near the clock tower orsaone and tea at

the Imperial Hotel (posh!)on the seafront.



Pics

Skegness Pier Theatre, one of the
many theatres used by the
Playgoers. The picture shows the
end of the pier theatre isolated after
the 1977 storms demolished the
pier.

Chapel Six Marshes maybe

' Yek2WWsc¢cdat T U
when you walk along the beach
from Anderby Creek.

Gibraltar Point Nature Reserve
near Skegnessf n W! Y e Kk 7
have you seen where the
wartime rail track was?
Apparently targets used to be
pulled backwards and forwards
for shooting practice from boats

on the sea.




Special music me and grandma

NopeA WH ¢ Uk q Ll 130G 136G A IJ6 KDL&y apdden pdiiieR t 1 LLiq) ¢
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Whitsunday Walkwhere various
churches and Sunday Schools

paraded through the town This was

the one dayin the yearthat we had

new clothes.f Kk U lbiep GrXhH far

left on the front row holding the
string.

cYskt W6 ¢ alinYIl WF
Isles Hotel, Miami 1985

Ready for school?

SolfataraRU LW ¢ Ga It A
caldera within the city. The
ground is hot to your feet, there
are smoking holes andt smells
of sulphur. If you drop a rock on
the floor it echoes and bounces!
GGe¢ |l WUq O viditiit Y
nowadays. There was a camp
site on it when we went.
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being around a bit more
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Wedding

We were marriedat Leicester Register Office on the 25th July 1992 k T LU
moved to Leicester some time beforavhen | gave up myinion posts and
took a job in Leicester as a Process AuditoRobert had stayed in
Skegness and Paul had left home a while ag@/e had time to ourselves
and decided it would be good to get married.

Grandma went to sort the arrangements at the Register Office and, with
the registrar, chosethe room in which we were to marry.

We arranged a reception at a hotel in Leicester, chose the menu and
other arrangements.

We invited family and friendsA Y H1J1 q s ¢t W6 W1 WIWHe q LWs
with Paul atthetime.] | ¢ UT G ¢ kt WGe !l WUqt WeaYUNLWsF
did various siblingsand aunts. Mygood friends from my time with the

union came too with their wives.The witnesses at the wedding were my

sister, Susan, andmy friend Joe.

All went well, we enjoyed the occasion and meeting up with family and
friends.

The following day we went on our honeymoon to Shrewsbury. We were

I Je¢T RUNDWEWIWO T ne DAWAHY Yt We qllgé JWaR
some of the locations mentioned in the booksWe enjoyed our time

there.

On a sobering noter we arrived home to find that the house had been
burgled. It was quite a setback and nothing was ever foundor
perpetrators identified.
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Singing the Register with our two
witnesses, my friend Jod-oglietta

Etchells side of the Iy rm
left to right T Auntie Hilda and

ceUqRUW] GeT !t W
Susan, Amanda, Nigel, Grandma,
me, Carl, Robert, Mother (Great
Nan) and Auntie Dorothy

~Yq6 13l kKt Wt R

and Sister Susan.

Ralsen S|de of the‘amlly
] 1 ¢U0T G¢ Kkt W? cgredtc
grandad and great grandma)
Andrew*, John (grandmas
brother), grandma,Sarah*, me,

x 13t 01! Wel s Madrdd kPetel:
BN ¢ UT Gc¢t &AL YR
boysAW? Y1 Yqé6! WelA
mWs YéUWe UT Wx 13t




Choosing names for children

f qkt We WHRq WY n Lthinkitddiesis! midlg bflihis ido/aday®.1 | ! HOLL

| do remember discussing somed R Indimes but the choice of Robert just

came as we looked athim~! WNI ¢ UT ¢ T Ws Y6 Ut YULWet 13T |
but his name was really James Herbertt was a straightforward name.

i Wl Y U kaoydtidec Robkts in the family.

Grandmachoose Paul as it was a short name that he could say and
remember.

f W6 RUL W! Yek OG WUIIIITKWGMUIRG gt 1AL 1% 2]l 120 GlER (
names were chosen.
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Paul?nd Robert, Orlando 1985

%

Paul with Natalie atGlastonbury




Tell me more about my parents

We came to know Angela more when Natalie was boand we met up for
outings now and then.This was a time when Paul seemed most settled

and he wasproud of his new family.We visited them in their house in
Chesterfield and then later in Lower Pilsley where you are todaiPaul

was, and still is, a practical man andcared for his daughter Natalieby

creating electric cars and similar dangerous thingsHis ability in several

jobs he tried was rewarded by promotiorand responsibility T something

SUWI RT UkqWs ¢cUqwe UT WYngqUWUWHee2t JT W6 RE

It was a difficult time for Angelawhen she found herself and Natalieby
themselves. We tried to make sure that they were OK and we got to know
Angela better. Angela is not one to sidestep a challenge, she will always

5YI tWet WEel T Wet WEYHH RAGU WY We HERII21J
in this respect to the extent that she sometimes neglects her own needs

to take care of others.She always sought the best for Natalie at that time.

As the family grew with the arrival of Ethan and Keir this continue8he is
always supportive and seeks out the best solution to any situation she

meets.

f g6 RUt W UnNWGcWaGe! W6¢c210W 21 GI Rt 1IJT W6
achieved and found herself capable of.

When I firstmet9 6 | Rt qYG6 Il W6 W Ws ¢t W 2 UURUN Wq
FRONDGINGE 0T 3T 10We Wkt W qRGGW YRUDLWQS ¢ q
mantoo.f a K t ddhlidhalebeeninvolved in this reincarnation.

We had a good understanding early on buivhen he realised that his

children had somehowmagically become our grandchildren thenthings

became even betterf kK 0 WGG ¢t IT WO Y s Wa 6 hisovdié 13 Lt 1
GRNUAWS I WWe !l WHE ¢ aaIUNIIt WHe q W6 13 Wi
solutions nowadays. Chris never sidesteps a challengd RG t 130 n A WE 1
good atfinding/inventing new challenges too. The houses at Glapwell and
Anderby springto mindf ULll¢ G 0 Wa6 13t WWagé RUNYE WE 13 LW .
his family, a quality to be recognised.
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Visiting us at Groby




Mum and dad younger

f g6 ROt W! YekOGW6¢c2WWqYW R2UWRUqY We |
explore thisquestion.
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Butlins T July 2019 Butlins T July 2019

Butlins T July 2019

Alton Towerst November 2019




Feel when told grandparent
Being a grandparent is such an amazing thing. qy k + WU Y q W¢ q WE @ G
parent. The joy it lings takes over youlife.

Looking back we were pleased that we became grandparents when we
did. When Natalie arrived we were both under fifty and had the energy to
enjoy our grandchildren. Natalie was a treasure and still isWe had a
special bond when she was youngeand | count myself lucky for that.She
brought a light into our life and we enjoyedeing part of her early life

NI Dkt We WHe¢ G ¢ URPWa Y WA 1) Wsiehtuibddbads 1313 U
not forgetting altogether that parents have necessary rules for their

children which they trust to your care Charlie arrivedand then Ethan and

we continued to enjoy our time as grandparents. Having boys was

different but just as enjoyable and rewardingWhen Ruby arrived it was

like a rocket had hit ust we had to rethink a bitout things soon settled

down and we continued to enjoy grandchildrenimmensely. Keir arrived to

make up the fdl family and hefitted into our scheme of things just great.

T Uk 20WAIPY0WG e A ! WaqYW6e2WlWYeqRUNE We U
both with and without their parents.

A couple d incidents to smile aboutT the first time we were left in charge

of Ethan and Keir whertheir parents were out for the nightChris came

back in the house and, looking concerned, asked wére Ethan and Keir

were. They were in bed | said, | just saidR q k 1 LLIHARM toelR weldt to

HIJT ol GGe¢l WU q ! hegfhe cesultivhénlhdsaidjitlie + 1T Wa Y
Grandparent magic in playthere you see On the other hand Ruby has

AR OWt UYs Ul Y W ¢! WmsNI ¢ téfused shhiething bl G 1J LL
her parents.Luckily they ®ethe funny side.

This year Robert and Zowie got married ande have adopted one of her
daughters, Delphi, as a granddaughterThis has given us two great
granddaughters Primrose, age® and Blossom, aged2FOLIf a Kk + LG Y 2 13 ¢
involved withgrandchildren again and to watch them grow. We do realise

that we aretwenty-five! 1J¢ | + WY TGT 31 WOVYs wWe U1 Ws JWHE
used to be able to do.Grandchildren are still magical though.



Matlk Farm» Parkr ne 2011

Matlock Farm
ParkT June
2011

Chesterfield Parkt July 2011




See me when born

Being our first grandchildNatalie was always going to be so special to see

for the first time. Shelooked like a chinadoll, having not held a small

baby for a long timel was nervous holding her.As time went on we

became more confident and she grew to know uwell.f gk t We¢ ULWE G ¢ £
feeling when that bond happens between you.

We were looking after Natalie when Ethan was born. Your mum and dad
had bought the Glapwell house but not moved in. We three stayed there

the nighto G Y1 URUNWs 6 JUWEq6¢ Ullls ¢+ WHY I Uow
impressed when we toldher she had a brother.l think we drove to pick up
somethingin Matlock and to give mum time torest. Ethan looked a big

bright and livelybundle when we saw him.You could see thathe was

going to grow into ssubstantial boy. Ethan soon came to recognise us as
grandparentsand we enjoyed many adventures together.

In a similar way, Natalie and Ethan were with us when Keir arrivethis
time he and mum were at Glapwellalong with dad, when he arrivedKeir
has given us many lovely times over the yeaith his gentle and caring
attitude.

TRk 20WAHIPI0W Yead! Weawet 3T we 07 WGI Yel
grandchildren. N6 IJ! k 2 JWec da Wt ¢l T WI+*GUI RIUHI
skl WWNI ¢qdne dkO
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Natalie reading her favourite
numbers book.

Ethan, Queens ParkChesterfiéId




Characteristics from other family members

This is a difficult one as most people are a mix of characteriss from the
parents and grandparents.You also change in looks and characteristics

as you grow and as you mature so any comments can only be a snapshot.

Natalie did start off with a look of her dad | remember taking her for face
painting when she was about three and the resulting tiger face was
recognisaH 0 1J ¢ t L é&Skelally gaidkly idflhbd into lookingmore
like her mumand this continued through childhood into an adult.
Mannerisms and speech also mirroredd 131 WG e G @rdd Wt a! a 13
characteristics. This did continue for a long while butnotice more now
that Natalie is her own person and her looks, attude, style and
confidence areall her own. She keepsherself to herself but things have
certainly changed.

Ethan arrivedwith looks and attitude of his dad. During his younger years

het 13133 T Waq VY Wa ¢ t 13 WY.MHidlattRIde O lite inigénédeGwal + Y C
one that showed he was going to live ittothefult IJLWs ¢t Wecds ¢!t U
q6 WAHUDRUNWEq6 ¢ UWe UT WOYq6RUNWs ¢t WNYRU
GROqOGUWYGT W Wf WdB BUAEAS V¢ Hald Y BU G BRI 6 1
him the best results or the results that he wanted / expected. As he
reassessesti Rn JWf Waq6 RUt W6 WKkt WGRHt R pdullyq 6 1J LL
this will see him through without him losing thatrb Y Wn Y | WR q kb LWE q)
started with.

Keirwas more gentle in his attitude to others and to life in generaHis

early! 1IJ¢ 1+ WI 13n G 13 # q I T chHraéteriktidss He wal EaYings 11 Kk
and considerate. Thiss RT Uk q WG ¢ Ulqé ¢ q s 1JWeve + UK
what he wanted to acheve. Keir would alwaysesearch his facts in detalil,

for example hisencyclopaedic knowledge of dinosaurs. Once he had the

facts he was confident n portraying them to others. Where was that

from? Maybe both parentst mum would take in information and

purposefully yet quietly make her mak, dad wouldpersuasivelystand his
ground in any discussion. Recent discussions with Keir have shown that

he has found himself in that he has dully reasonedway forward for his

life.
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birthday partyin 2007.Charlie is
on the left, Natalie is holding
Ruby. The others are Carimy

Natalie and Ethan feeding the

mountain goats at White Post
Farm October 2007

U1J G 6 Lchikiren.

Hodsock Priory Snowdrops visit
(plus cake!)February 2010




In what ways similar or different to mum and dad

f Wao6 ROt W k B thel&sYghddtion I duityidk Bhit kleryone;

Natalie, Ethan and Keir, have characteristicglrawn from many sources.

N6 Rt WRt Wa ¢ RUG! Wn! Yo WagdWIRI WGel WOqt WY
ec2P0Waqet WUWqSJWYT T WRT e Wnl Y& Ws 6c¢ qllg
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Keir enoed his solo visit to Matlock Farm Park in May 2010. This wg
YUWWYn W6 R imaité lastkimédsiie U 1Y U1 Wa 6 1

Nottingham Beacht August 2011




Favourite memories of time together.

Well, where do you start with thisx IJa kK + Wt q¢ | aqWRU W6 13 WG

Although we did go earlier wittyour mum and dad, we all went to Butlins
together some time later. That was a great time (well, apart maybe from
the midnight trip to the hospital!). Each person played their part in making
sure we all had agood time and each person took responsibility for
themselves and their interaction to make sure the group worked.

Early memoriest well first holding each baby in turn. Obviously a bit
nervous with Natalie as the first grandchildbut she was very calm and
accommodating and so that set us up for more to come.

Specifically T | can remember taking Natalie to a country fair. We sat on
the grass watching Punch and Judy and sheeeped over my shoulders to
watch. We enjoyed a holiday witiNatalie and mum in Cornwall and had
some magical moments.

EthanT we visited White Post Farmand Wheelgatewith Ethan and Natalie
and he was his usual enthusiastic selftaking on all the activities. He
Ge! AW RT Uk qWUUTY! WNIa-qdps DWE Y quwRU L

Keir camewith us to Corkers near Leicester and he challenged himself
on everything. H made awooden scooter, went on the adult climbing
course and insisted on going through the foagensorytrail even though it
was cold and wet. He came out thinking his feet were hot when fact
they were frozen cold.
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A thoughtful moment, August
2010

] 1 ¢ Ul G &Rithddy, M

November 2010. With Natalie,

Charlie and Ruby and Great
Grandma Raisen

Crich tramway museum, February
20110WE q6 ¢ Uwe UT W
enjoying themselves.




Describe what you like about me.

N6 Rt WRt WI RnnRA2GqAWIYqWHUDHC2t JWa6 1]

| liked the acceptance you made ofme being Grandad.The grandchildren

and grandparent relationship is speciar’n R1 + q G ! WA IJatkild + 1J WR
and parent relationship. Although there is a need to be protectivef the

NI ¢UT HEROT W YWq6 ¢ qllgd 1J! W Iekdd af oplakedy G 1J LL
freedom from rules and regulations that parents might feel obliged to

guide theirchildren with. SoT thanks for being grandchildren, | like thatl

think we all enjoyed our time together on that basis | know | did.

N6 DWad!l BPUWYnwW! YelWs I Bocl W Rnndl JU0q
picking out things | like more difficult as there is no comparison.

In Natalie | like her quiet thoughtfulness andhe loving trust she showed

when we were togetherf k G WG YUYea |l JT WaVYLWE ¢ 213WI 1IHI
Even from an early age Nataliknew our relationship was solid andas

time has gone on | feel that has continuedibx Raq 0 Dl ¢ q¢ 0 RIJL
as a physical shield against the world she now has her own strength and
fROWGHENEt VT WqYWEec2WWE¢T WeWiRaatlWGEe

When | think of a young Ethan | think of someone ready to tackle whatever
was thrown at himwith gusto. Never half measures with Ethan
EYGUQRGWE WE Wk T WNYWwe U7 W ¢ thiAkiHivRgh LY 2 q
the consequencesT | say that as a complimento his adventurous nature

but sometimes it caught himout. 1 W& Ik + WNI Ys UWf Wn1J1JadL
find that sometime subtle is just as powerful avay forward but llike his

0 1J-gocit attitude .

ulJRI WRY WGWI 6¢ Gt Wa6 WA Y q WaoRjéctiveld 1J W Y
Some people think that being quieis a weaknessbut often watching the

mad world go byis a great way of learning waiting for the correct time

and place to contribute, rather than just saying something for the sake of

it. Thisis a rare skill.Keir has this skill. It was clear in his dinosaur days

56 100aWYUWYeal WY 2 heRnddiatibibldn ld labdellheterdnd 13 H q
there. Hek &lddlshown recently with hisextensivethoughts on &pan.



untlng Iadybird, Fbruay O at
Rushcliffe Country Park

Ethan and Grandma, Wheelgatéark | Keir and Grandad, Wheelgate
2012 - Park 2012

EES=2l Natalie Twin Lakes, June 2006

il G
Natalie Twin Lakes, June 2006




Is there anything you would change about me?

This is easyr No!

f kOWeWNI WeaqWHI ROQRAEWY nWa YT BisUW YHRIIq
mediocrity. In my day (!?) competition and excellence were good

qualitesA W2 131 ! YUOWWs ¢t Uk qWI+ GUHRqIT WaVY We
opportunities were there for everyone to try.

ErvecOWYGGY! qa URq! WRt Wt YAGWq6 RUNLWQ@E ¢ q
as a trade union officer Making sure members of our family and friends

had opportunities too. But, and a big but, tecognise that everyone has
TRnnWI WO0qut t Raat WeUT Whue ¢cGRqRIJY Ws 6 RHA
aiming to produce carboncopy humans.SorryT¢ WG q Wt 2 HT U Hq W
The answer isa clearNo T be proud of yourselveskeep your individual

characteristics, 5 Y| t Ws Rq 6 Ws Gradé N0 ¥ a kg 1 WO &f WH 1
anybody/everybody else.
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Oct 2015

Oct 2015

Christmas 2003

Sept 2003




